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Skirbunt, Skirbunt &Wirtz LLC 
Family Law Firm Offers Proficiency
 

in Complex Business and Estate Issues
 

"An acceptable divorce settle­
ment involves more than just a 
dollar figure," says James Skirbunt, 
of Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz LLC. 
"The structure of the deal is equally 
important. What are the tax conse­
quences of any deferred payments? 
Is it appropriate for there to be 'tag 
along' rights? It takes experience 
and creativity to handle such issues 
properly." This is especially true in 
divorce cases involving the valuation 
of a business or involving complex 
executive compensation programs. 

"Business valuation method­
ology is like another language," 
comments Skirbunt, "It requires 
fluency to communicate effectively 
with experts." Likewise, executive 
compensation is not always clearly 
evident. Each business is different, 
with a management structure and 
financial plans for executives in place. 
When one spouse owns a business, 
or is an executive in a company, care­
ful research and creative thinking are 
essential to achieving an effective 
result for a client. 

The Cleveland law firm of 
Skirbunt, Skirbunt & Wirtz LLC is 
well known throughout Ohio for its 
distinctive competence in business 
valuation and complex marital estates. 
James Skirbunt has been recognized in 
all editions of Ohio Super Lawyers, and he 
has also been recognized in every edition 
of Best Lawyers in America since 1995. He 
and his wife and firm co-founder, Sharon A. 
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Skirbunt, and their partner, Amy Wirtz, use 
a variety of processes, including litigation, 
principled negotiation and collaborative 
divorce to achieve the best possible 
results for their clients, both financially 
and emotionally. 

Center Aims to Reduce 
Costs and Heartache 

While the attorneys of Skirbunt, 
Skirbunt & Wirtz LLC are experienced 
and capable Iitigators, James Skirbunt 
compares litigation to a carpenter's 
hammer: It's an essential tool, but ad­
ditional tools, or skill sets, are neces­
sary as well - otherwise every issue, 
no matter how sensitive, simply gets 
pounded. He also notes that divorce 
and custody litigation often breeds 
bitterness that can cause lasting 
damage to family relationships. 

To help families minimize both 
the financial and emotional costs of 
divorce and custody battles, James 
Skirbunt was founding President 
of the Center for Principled Family 
Advocacy, a nonprofit organiza­
tion that provides information to 
individuals facing divorce and cus­
tody issues and trains attorneys and 
other professionals in collaboration, 
mediation and other dispute-resolu­
tion approaches. 

"Divorce is not the end of the 
family," Skirbunt says, "If there are 
children, there will still be gradua­
tions, weddings and grandchildren 
to look forward to. Good lawyering 
should minimize damage to fam­

ily relationships." Nor do all divorces and 
custody matters need to end in litigation. 
"There will always be court cases and tri­
als," says Skirbunt, "But most family dis­
putes can and should be resolved through 
collaboration and negotiation." 
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